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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this research were to study: (1) the socio-economic
conditions of farmers, (2) the level of participation of farmers in the environmental
regeneration project in land reform areas, and (3) the factors affecting the
participation of farmers in the environmental regeneration project in land reform
areas. '

The sample group used in the study consisted of 310 farmers who had
joined the environmental regeneration project in land reform areas, Mukdahan
Province. The farmers were selected through multi-stage random sampling. Data
were collected through interview questionnaires and analyzed using the SPSS for
Windows computer program. The character of the data was explained using
percentage, mean, minimum and maximum values, and standard deviation. The
relationships of variables were sought through the use of multiple regression analysis.

It was found that there was a similar number of male and female farmers,
their average age was 47 and the majority had completed primary education. They
were of varied social position and had lived locally for the past 35 years. There were
on average three farm workers per household. The average income of the farmers was
35,600 baht per year, with average expenditure of 27,600 baht per year. The majority
had debts and their average landholding was 22 rai. Most of them get knowledge and
experience from Hokajaikao and gain knowledge in the topics of resources and
environmental management at a high level.

Almost all the farmers were participating in the development of integrated
farming, with participation being of the lowest level. A minority of farmers were
participating in environmental regeneration, with participation again being at the
lowest level. In addition, a minority of farmers were participating in structural
development planning, with participation being at a medium level. Thus, overall,
only a minority of farmers were participating in the environmental regeneration
project in land reform areas, with participation being at a low to medium level.

The factors which were positively related to level of participation of
farmers in the environmental regeneration project in land reform areas were age, level
of knowledge gained from various sources, level of knowledge gained from course
content, the receiving of support under the project, expenses,; and size of landholding.
The factors which were negatively related were level of knowledge gained from
course content and social position. )

Keywords: Integrated agricultural development, Revitalization of deteriorated
environment, Basic constructive planing, Land reform, Mukdahan
Province
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