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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this research were to study: (1) the basic socio-economic
conditions of mate and female farmers taking part in the preparation of plans, based on
community participation, for community-level agricultural promotion. (2) the participatory
roles of male and female farmers in the various stages of the preparation of plans, based on
community participation, for community-level agricultural promotion. (3) the differences in
participatory roles of male and female farmers in the various stages of the preparation of
plans, based on community participation, for community-ievel agricultural promotion. (4) the
problems and recommendations of male and female farmers in connection with the
preparation of plans, based on community participation, for community-ievel agricultural
promotion.

The subjects studied consisted of 540 male and female farmers in Muang, Cha-am
and Ban Lat Districts of Petchaburi Province who took part in the preparation of plans, based
on community participation, for community-level agricultural promotion. Simple random
sampling was employed to select 222 of these farmers for the sample group, of which 111
were male and 111 were female. Data were collected through interview questionnaires and
analyzed using the SPSS for Windows computer program.- The statistics used to explain the
character of the data were frequency, percentage, mean, maximum and minimum values, and
standard deviation. Differences in the means of groups were analyzed using the t-test.

It was found that: (1) The male and female farmers studied had an average age of 45,
followed Buddhism and had completed compulsory education. Their families had lived in the
community for generations. The average number of family members was 4-5 and a majority
of the male farmers were the heads of their families and female farmers were members of the
households. Their main occupation was piantation farming, while their secondary occupation
was the rearing of animals. Their average landholding was 17-18 rai. The average income of
males was 75,513 baht per year and the average expenditure was 86,234 baht per year while
the average income of female farmers was 69,725 baht per year and the average expenditure
was 85,603 baht per year (2) Almost all the male and female farmers took part in the
participatory stages of the preparation of plans, based on community participation, for
community-level agricultural promotion, with the level of their participation being less to
moderate. (3) There were gender differences in their participatory role at the preparatory
stage for the preparation of plans, based on community participation, for community-level
agricultural promotion, with male farmers having a greater participatory role than fernales. At
the other stages, there were no statistically significant differences between males and females.
(4) Male and female farmers had problems at the preparatory stage, prior to carrying out the
preparation of plans, based on community participation, for community-ieve! agricultural
promotion, particularly in relation to activities for the selection of community representatives.

The male and female farmers recommended that community leaders and farmers in
the community should carry out the selection themselves, having previously held a meeting to
inform community members.

Keywords: Gender roles, Participatory Community Development Plan for Agricultural
Extension, Phetchaburi Province
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