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Thesis title: SERICULTURAL TECHNOLOGY ADOPTION BY
FARMERS IN KANCHANABURI PROVINCE

Researcher: Mr. Wisit Fichan Degree: Master of Agriculture ( Agricultural

Extension ) Thesis advisors: (1) Dr.Sint Punpinij, Associate Professor;

(2) Dr.Boontham Chitanan, Professor; (3) Dr.Panya Hiranrusme, Associate

Professor; Academic year: 2001

ABSTRACT

The objectives of this research were to study : (1) socio-economic
status of farmers; (2) sericultural technology adopted by farmers; (3) the
relationships between socio-economic factors and technology adoption of
farmers; and {4) problems and needs of farmers. '

The population of the research was 80 farmers who reared silkkworms
in Kanchanaburi Province. Data was collected by an interview schedule.
Frequencies, percentage, mean, standard deviation, weighted mean score,

. correlation analysis, and chi -square test were used in statistical analysis. SPSS

for Windows Program was used for computation.

The conclusion of the research was as follows: (1) Most farmers
were males with the average age of 43.91 years old. They graduated from
Prathom 4, and had an average of 4.11 family members. The farmers had more
than 10 years experience of silkworms rearing. Main labors were 1.45 family
members. Some families used outside laborers in Stage 5 of silkworms rearing
and collecting matured larval. The farmers used their own capital and loan
from the Bank for Agriculture and Agricultural Cooperatives. The average of
mulberry planting area was 12.01 rai. The average of rearing house area was
81.88 square meters. The farmers reared it at 9.05 cycles per year. They reared
1-2 egg sheets per cycle. (2) The adoption of silkworm rearing technology by
farmers was at high level. (3) Rearing experience, rearing house size and
source of capital were related to technology adoption of farmers. (4) The
problems of farmers were silkworm diseases, lack of water source, silkworm
destruction by Uzi fly and lack of capital. Consequently, the government
should hold silkworm disease training courses for farmers. Capital subsidy
should be offered to them and they should be supplied with water source.

Keywords: Technology adoption, Sericulture by farmers, Kanchanaburi
Province
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