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Thesis title: FACTORS RELATING TO THE ADOPTION OF RESPONSIBLE
FISHERIES BY GIANT TIGER SHRIMP FARMERS IN PHETCHABURI
PROVINCE .

Researcher: Ltjg.Manat Larpphon ; Degree: Master of Agriculture (Agricultural
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(2) Dr. Porntip Udomsin, Associate Professor; Academic year: 2003

ABSTRACT

The purposes of this research were to study the following: (1) the fisheries
situation of the farmers; (2) the adoption level of responsible fisheries by the farmers;

(3) factors relating to the adoption of responsible fisheries by the farmers; and (4) the
problems and recommendations of the farmers. -

The study was a correlational research. The population composed of 233 Giant
Tiger Shrimp farmers in Phetchaburi Province. Simple random sampling was used to obtain
155 respondents. The data were collected through interviews using structured questionnaires.
Data analysing was carried out using SPSS/PC" program. Frequency counts, percentages,
minimum, maximum, means, standard deviation and multiple regression were used in
statistical analysis.

The results of the study shown that the farmers were 43.43 years in an average;
two-thirds were completed only primary education. Most farmers were not farmers’ leaders
and memberships of any farmer organization. Their shrimp farming experiences were 3.38
years in an average. Most farmers earned from shrimp culture not more than half of the total
family income. The averaged number of family labors per farm was 2.26. The farm land
holding was 8.73 rais in an average but only 2.85 rais of this was used for shrimp culture.
Various activities on shrimp culture learning were participated by the farmers at a middle
level. The information on Code of Conduct of Responsible Fisheries were received by the
farmers at a middle level. The Good Aquaculture Practice (GAP) was adopted at a rather high
level whereas the farmers’ opinion on difficulties of its application was at a middle level.
The Code of Conduct for Sustainable Shrimp Aquaculture (CoC) was adopted at a rather high
level whereas the opinion on difficulties of its application was at a middle level. There were
four factors related with the adoption of GAP. These factors were the farm land holding, the
proportionate income from shrimp culture, the participating on agricultural activities and
difficulties of GAP application. There were two factors related with the adoption of CoC.
These factors were the proportionate income from shrimp culture and difficulties of CoC
application. The major problems faced by the farmers were no available time to keep farm
records, necessity to used therapeutic agents when shrimp sickness was found and water
shortage in dry season. The following recommendations were given by the farmers; 1) the
government agents should recommended a good practice of therapeutic agents and other
chemical substances, 2) the Royal Irrigation Department should take action so that sufficient
water would be supplied for shrimp farming throughout the year.

Keywords: Adoption, Responsible Fisheries, Giant Tiger shrimp farmers,
Phetchaburi Province
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