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ABSTRACT

The purposes of this research were to study the following: 1) the socio -
economics background of farmers; (2) the application of dairy production technology
by the farmers; (3) problems and recommendations of farmers regarding the dairy
production.

The population was 237 dairy farmers in Udon Thani Province. Stratified
random sampling was used to obtained 149 samples. Data were collected through
interviews using structured questionnaires. Data analysis was carried out using
SPSS/PC+ for Windows program. The employed statistics were frequencies,
percentages, minimum, maximum, means and standard deviation.

The research revealed that the farmers were 42.30 years in an average. The
majority completed only primary education; and with an average dairy farming
experience of 6.21 years. The farmers con tact extension workers of the Dairy
Farming Promotion Organization of Thailand 33.92 time a year. They received dairy
farming technology information through printing materials, further training, friends,
and government services at a moderate degree. The average land area owned by a
farmer was 26.17 rai, and 2.60 more rai was leased. The average land used for pasture
was 13.68 rai. Dairy farming was the source of their major income while rice
cultivation was carried along with the enterprise. The farmers had 18.53 cows in an
average. Their average income from dairy production was 301,480.33 baht a year, and
the average expense for the farming was 194,063.77 baht a year. There were 2.55
family laborers per farm, 1.44 more laborers were hired in some farms. The average
initial dairy farm investment of 309,127.66 baht was come from their own money, and
215,158.97 more baht was loaned. Most of them had investment loan from the Bank
of Agriculture and Agricultural Cooperatives. Most farmers had applied the following
dairy production technology properly: housing; breeds, breeding and breed
improvement; feed, feeding and general care; good practice for clean milk; health care
and disease prevention. In terms of problems, the farmers expressed that they had
insufficient capital, high price of dairy breeders, high price of liner, insufficient
veterinarians and artificial insemination officers, and high price of medical supplies.

Keywords: The Application of Dairy Production Technology, Dairy Farming
Promotion Organization of Thailand Members, Udon Thani Province
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