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Thesis title: The Role of Municipal Council Members in the Development of Local Politics and
Government; A Case Study of Tha Bo Municipality, Tha Bo District, Nong Khai Province

Researcher: Mr. Chakritchai Jomjang; Degree: Master of Political Science (Politics and Government);

Thesis advisors: (1) Dr. Pathan Suwanmongkol, Associate Professor; (2) Dr.Senee Kamsook, Associate

Professor; Academic year: 2007
ABSTRACT

The objectives of this research were to: (1) study the role of municipal council members in
the development of local politics and government; (2) study the problems and obstacles municipal
council members faced in the development of local politics and government; and (3) give
recommendations to solve the problems faced by municipal council members in the development of
local politics and government.

This was a qualitative study using a descriptive research method combined with document
study. A questionnaire was used and the primary data providers were interviewed before the results of
the study were presented. Sample consisted of 18 municipal council members, 4 executives, and 18
Community leaders.

The results showed that (1) the municipal council members played a major role in
developing local politics and government in terms of supporting and promoting public participation
through various activities, but had a minor role in performing their duties. The majority lacked knowledge
and understanding of the responsibilities of the municipal council. They were most interested in the
infrastructure policy. (2) The municipal council members’ lack of knowledge and understanding about
their role as municipal council members, and the patronage system were the main obstacles to
developing local politics and government. (3) The municipal council members should receive at least
undergraduate degree and be participated in training course on political and administrative affairs so that
they were able to perform their jobs both inside and outside the municipal council for the benefit of the
people with emphasis on supporting and promoting more people’s participation in politics and

government.

Keywords: Role, municipal council members, development of local politics and government, Tha Bo

Municipality
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