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Abstract

The objectives of this research were 1) to study the condition of
agricultural cooperatives in Lamphun Province; 2) to study the extent to which they
implemented the principles of good governance in their management; 3) to compare
the size of the cooperatives with the extent to which they followed the principles of
good governance; and 4) to study obstacles to implementing the principles of good
governance in the management of agricultural cooperatives in Lamphun Province.

This was a survey research. The sample population was chosen through
purposive sampling and consisted of 40 agricultural cooperatives in Lamphun
Province. Data were collected using a questionnaire, which was answered by the
chairman, vice chairman, secretary and manager of each cooperative. Data were
statistically analyzed using frequency, percentage, arithmetic mean, standard
deviation, one-way ANOVA and Scheffe’s pairwise comparisons.

The results showed that 1) Most of the cooperatives studied were classified
as large, followed by medium-sized and very large, and the fewest were classified as
small. There were a total of 89,145 members, 383 board members, and total working
capital of 1,911,947,987.36 baht. 2) Overall, the agricultural cooperatives
implemented the principles of good governance to a good level. They received the
highest scores (“Very good”) for implementing the principles of participation and
following the rule of law, in that order. The scores were “good” for the principles of
responsibility, ethics, and transparency, in that order. The score was only “acceptable”
for the principle of worthwhile value. 3) By size, the very large cooperatives had a
very good level of compliance for every principle; the large cooperatives had a very
good level of compliance for participation and rule of law. The medium sized
cooperatives had a good level of compliance for participation and rule of law and the
small cooperatives had an acceptable level of compliance for ethics, responsibility,
rule of law and participation. There was a statistically significant relationship (p<0.01)
between size of cooperative and implementation of the principles of good governance.
4) The obstacles to the implementation of the principles of good governance were that
some of the cooperative administrators still lacked good understanding of the
principles; some of the administrators lacked skills for implementing the principles in
management of the cooperatives; and the cooperative personnel lacked readiness to
implement the principles in practical operations.

Keywords: Good governance, Effective management, Agricultural cooperative
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