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Thesis title: Political Participation Behavior of the Royal Thai Army Officers in Engineer Division,
Muang District, Ratchaburi Province

Researcher: SM1 Tikhamporn Khainongsuang; Degree: Master of Political Science (Politics and

Government); Thesis advisers: (1) Rosalin Siriyaphan, Associate Professor; (2) Thapanat Prom-in,

Associate Professor; (3) Dr. Supim Sriphanworasakul, Associate Professor; Academic year: 2009
Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study (1) the political participation behavior of the
Royal Thai Army offices in Engineer Division, Muang District, Ratchaburi Province, and (2) factors
that were related to that .behavior. '

The sample population consisted of 341 military personnel, consisting of enlisted soldiers,
noncommissioned officers and officers. Data were collected using a questionnaire and analyzed using
percentages, standard deviation and chi square.

The results showed that (1) the Royal Thai Army Officers in Engineer Division, Muang
District, Ratchaburi Province showed a medium level of political participation in the form of following
political news and participating in elections but showed a low level of participation in the form of being
members of or supporting political organizations and critiquing the work of political parties. (2) The
following factors were related to political participation: (2.1) age; rank; years of service; understanding
of rights, responsibilities and political activities under the democratic system; and the rules, regulations,
discipline and seniority system of the military organizational culture were factors related to participation
in following political news. (2.2) rank; understanding of rights and political activities under the
democratic system; and the seniority system of the military organizational culture were factors related to
participation in elections. (2.3) age; education; rank; years of service; understanding of rights,
responsibilities and political activities under the democratic system; and the rules, regulations, and
discipline of the military organizational culture were factors related to participation in the form of being
members of or supporting political organizations. (2.4) age; rank; years of service; understanding of
responsibilities and political activities under the democratic system; and the seniority system of the
military organizational culture were factors related to participation in critiquing the work of political

parties. All the above relationships were statistically significant at the level of P>0.05.

Keywords: Political participation, Army Engineer Division, Ratchaburi
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