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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this study were (1) to study social and economic state of community enterprise
groups in Tak Province for business operations on agricultural processing products; (2) to study their producing
and marketing system; (3) to study their business operations; and (4) to study problems and suggestions on their
business operations. This study was a survey research.

The population in this study were members of the community enterprise groups. 115 Samples were selected by
using simple random sampling methodology. The data were collected by using constructional interview forms.
The statistical methodology used to analyze the data by computer programs were percentage, mean, standard
deviation, and multi - stage regression analysis.

The findings of this study were as follows: For their social and economic state, it was found that all
of the members of the community enterprise groups were femaie, aged between 41 and 50. Their average age
was 49 years. Most of them were married, and educated at primary level. Their reasons to attend the groups were
to utilize their free time and the activities of the groups satisfied them. Their main occupations were farmer and
employee, and their second occupation was food processor. The maximum duration of their operating
agricultural processing products was 15 years. The average income of their family obtaining from both
agricultural and non - agricultural sections in 2006 was 53,523 Baht/family/year. The average income of the
groups obtaining from the production of agricultural processing products in 2006 was 90,000 Baht/group/year,
and the average income of the members obtaining from their attending the activities of the groups in 2006 was
4,000 Baht/person. It was also found that there were S aspects of the potential of community enterprise groups
for business operations on agricultural processing products, these were (1) for the potential of the committee
operation, it was found that most of the members used to be trained in G.M.P. product processing courses. The
groups realized the importance of making their food ingredients protected by a patent and the recommendation of
the Food and Drug Academy to convince their consumers of the quality of the products, thus, 69.6% of them
made their food ingredients protected by a patent and the recommendation of the Food and Drug Academy.

More than half of the groups had controlled every stage of production, from raw materials, packaging, to sending
them to be tested by relating sectors. Although most of them had been trained in GM.P. courses, they had some
improper knowledge of product processing as G.M.P. guidelines, equipment usage, and food preservation; (2) for
the potential of the qualification of the committee, it was found that most of the committee had no marketing
plans, except increasing the quantity of the wholesale and retail outlets, specifying the appropriate wholesale and
retail price of the products, and developing the packaging of the products to be packed in a variety of price. The
groups dealt with public, state — owned enterprise, and private sectors in their business operations. Half of the
groups had a few shops on their own, they had after — sale service to give the information about their products
and most of them built up their own network of raw materials, knowledge sources, and marketing respectively;
(3 for the potential of their participation in the business operations, it was found that the duration of their
business operations on agricultural processing products related positively to the potential of the business
operations resulting from the participation of the members at 0.05 statistical significance, and the two variables
correlated with each other. It showed that the more the duration of their business operations lasted, the more the
members participated in the operations; ) for the potential of their share buying, savings, and taking out loans,
it was found that most of the groups were funded by share buying of the members. The duration of the business
operations that lasted long led to the members’ trustfulness on the operations of the committee, and made much
more participation of the members in share buying, savings, and taking out loans; and (5) for the potential of the
support of the public and private sectors, it was found that the support of the public and private sectors was at
“much” level. The members had opportunities to have field studies. The duration of their business operations
related positively to the potential resulting from the support of both the public and private sectors at 0.05
statistical significance, and the two variables correlated with each other. It showed that the more the duration of
their business operations lasted, the more the public and private sectors supported their operations.

Keywords: Potentials of Small and Micro Community Enterprise for Business Operations of Agricultural
Processing Products Tak Province
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