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Independent Study title: Community Participation in the Management of Conflicts
over Natural Resources: A Case Study Ban Mai Sa Pae,
Pang Moo Sub-district, Mueang District, Mae Hong Sorn
Province

Author: Mrs. Jaruluk Phookjeen; ID: 2518002346; Degree: Master of Political Science

(Politics and Government); Independent Study advisor: Dr. Somprin Niyomthai,

Assistant Professor; Academic year: 2014

Abstract

This research aims to study (1) the community’s participation in the
conflicts management over the natural resources of Ban Mai Sa Pae, Village 9, Pang
Moo Sub-district, Mueang District, Mae Hong Sorn Province; (2) problems and
obstacles related to the community’s participation in the conflicts management over
the natural resources of Ban Mai Sa Pae, Village 9, Pang Moo Sub-district, Meuang
District, Mae Hong Sorn Province, and (3) factors of the success of participation in
the conflicts management over the natural resources of Ban Mai Sa Pae, Village 9,
Pang Moo Sub-district, Mueang District, Mae Hong Sorn Province.

This qualitative research is presented through a descriptive analysis of in-
depth interviews information with the leaders of the community, local administrators,
the head of the governmental sector, officials of the local administrative organization,
the Association for the Restoration and Development of the Salawin River Basin and
15 representatives of local people who have been affected by the conflicts.

The research has found that (1) there was conflict between the community
and the government authorities over dwelling areas in the community that overlap
with the forest areas which have been announced as part of the conserved forest or the
national park. A committee of Ban Mai Sa Pae was thus set up to collaborate with the
local administrative organization, the government and the private sector to solve the
problem. They did so by dividing their responsibilities, organizing meetings to create
understanding among local people about the solutions to the problems over land use,
collecting necessary household information and information about the land where
people dwelt and eked out their living in order to create a basic database to resolve
the problems and promote community participation in problem solving; (2) legal
obstacles caused by the conflict between the provisions of the Constitution and
forestry law, people’s lack of knowledge and understanding of the sub-district
provisions, limitations in the geographical information technology system, weather
conditions that did not permit the gathering of information and a lack of
understanding about participation in the management of natural resources and the
environment that can lead to sustainable cohabitation between the people and the
forest; (3) factors of the success came from the fact that the community leaders and
local people of Ban Mai Sa Pae, the local administrative organization and the related
networks tried to discuss in collective ways of solving the problems management of
natural resources and the environment by establishing rules and regulations to be
enforced on all members of the community. The local administrative organization
played an important role in motivating and supporting knowledge and understanding
about the management of natural resources.

Keywords: Community’s participation, the management of conflicts over natural
resources, Mae Hong Sorn Province
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