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Independent Study title: The Movement of Opposition Groups Affecting the Policy

of Opening the 21% Petroleum Concession Bidding Round
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Independent Study advisor: Dr. Wonwalun Rojanapol, Assistant Professor;
Academic year: 2015

Abstract

The objectives of this research were to (1) study the patterns of movements
by opposition groups against the policy of opening the 21st Petroleum Concession
Bidding Round; (2) study arguments of the opposition groups against the policy of
opening the 21st Petroleum Concession Bidding Round; and (3) study the movement
of opposition groups that affected the policy of  opening the 21st Petroleum
Concession Bidding Round.

This was a qualitative research. There were 4 population groups, chosen
through purposive sampling, consisting of 11 people: 2 representative members of the
Thai Energy Reform Network, 2 representatives from the Foundation for Consumers,
4 personnel from the Ministry of Energy, 1 member of the general public and 1
representative of the mass media. The research was supported by documents, books,
journal papers, research and reports. Data were collected using an in-depth interview
form and analyzed through descriptive analysis.

The results showed that (1) patterns of movement were using social media,
organizing protest demonstrations and debating with the government; (2) there are 3
arguments as follows: the defects of the system of concession, the impact on
environment and community, and the transparency of data disclosure from
government agencies; and (3) useof social media combined with protest movements
in the real world resulted in making the Ministry of Energy adjust related policy
periodically. As a result, on February 26, 2015 the Ministry of Energy announced its
decision to defer the 21st Petroleum Concession Bidding Round for exploration
blocks onshore and in the Gulf of Thailand.

Keywords: Political Movements, Petroleum Concession, Energy, Opposition Groups,
Policy of Opening the 21 Petroleum Concession Bidding Round
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