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Independent Study title: The Role of Social Media in Monitoring Rice Mortgage Scheme

Miss Yingluck Shinawatra Government Case in 2011-2014.
Author: Mr. Kampanat Ramang; ID: 2578001717; Degree: Master of Political Science;
Independent Study advisor: Dr. Thanasak Saijumba, Assistant Professor;

Academic year: 2016

Abstract

The objectives of this research are threefold: (1) to study the role of social media in
monitoring rice mortgage scheme under Yingluck’s Government from 2011 to 2014; (2) to
examine the relationship between online social media and offline society participation in monitoring
rice mortgage scheme; and (3) to determine the limitation of online social media in monitoring
rice mortgage scheme.

Qualitative approach was applied in this research. Data collection was gathered from
literature review, observation and interview. The research population included; social media,
which provided online communication space to discuss about political issues; interpersonal
communication, and online political news, in order to exchange opinions about the issue on
monitoring rice mortgage scheme. Then, the qualitative data were analyzed through content and
descriptive analyses.

This research finds that the role of social media was to present information on corruption
of rice mortgage scheme through social media such as Weblog, Twitter, Facebook, and YouTube.
There were two types of social media users including user who support the rice mortgage scheme
through social media and who are against. Most of the social media users received and shared the
information on corruption of rice mortgage scheme through Facebook and YouTube. After the
information on corruption of rice mortgage scheme was widely shared on social media, the
information of online social media transferred to offline society participation resulting in the
farmer put pressure on the Thailand's government. The limitation of online social media was an

information overloadleading to further confusion.

Keywords: Role, Online social media, Political movement, Yingluck Government,

Rice mortgage scheme
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