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Independent Study title: Politics in Public Spaces on the Internet
Author: Mr. Theerayuth Thongsuk; ID: 2528000983; Degree: Master of Political Science
(Politics and Government); Independent Study advisor: Yuttaporn Issarachai, Associate

Professor; Academic year: 2012

Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study (1) the condition of public spaces on the
Internet; (2) the expression of political opinions on public spaces on the Internet; and (3) the use
of state power in regulating public spaces on the Internet.

This was a qualitative research. The sample population consisted of 3 websites that
run political discussion webboards: www.pantip.com, www.manager.co.th, and www.prachatai.com.
Data were analyzed and presented descriptively.

The results showed that (1) The political discussion webboards were public spaces
that enabled political communication among groups of interested participants; they were related
to current politics and could effect social change. (2) There were 2 main forms of expression of
political opinions: support or opposition. People also brought up political discourse when
expressing their political views. (3) The government used its power to block access to political
webboards and used legal measures via a directly responsible agency. This impacted the political

webboards and their users.

Keywords: Political discussion, Public spaces, Internet
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