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Independent Study title: Factors that Contributed to the Success of Members of the Cha Am
Development Group in Winning the Municipal Elections in Cha Am
District, Phetchaburi Province in 2013

Author: Pol.Lt.Col. Pracha Wangkheeree; ID: 2528001601; Degree: Master of Political

Science (Politics and Government); Independent Study advisor: Dr. Senee Comsook,

Associate Professor; Academic year: 2013

Abstract

The objective of this research was to study the internal and external factors that
contributed to the success of the leaders and members of the Cha Am Development Group in
winning the Cha Am Municipality elections in Cha Am District, Phetchaburi Province in 2012.

This was a qualitative research based on documentary research and interviews with a
sample group consisting of representatives of members of the Cha Am Development Group,
competing political groups, independent candidates, the Phetchaburi Province Election
Committee, community leaders, and civil servants who were heads of departments in Cha Am
municipal offices. Data were analyzed through descriptive analysis.

The results showed that (1) Internal factors that led to the success of members of the
Cha Am Development Group in winning the municipal elections were the background and
personalities of the candidates, their politeness and human relations, their regular participation in
community activities, their work that had visible results in benefitting the community, their
leadership, their ability to implement policies, their political resources, their knowledge and their
abilities. (2 ) External factors that led to the success of members of the Cha Am Development
Group in winning the municipal elections were the favorable socio-economic situation which
made it possible to develop many occupations such as fishing, agriculture and tourism; the
availability of natural tourism resources in the area; utilization of the patronage system; support
from several special interest groups; and the fact that the rival candidates were not as well

qualified, had fewer work results to show in the community and were not the incumbents.

Keywords: local election, Cha Am Development Group, Cha Am Municipality, Phetchaburi

Province
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