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Independent study title: Public Political Participation in the Small-Medium-Large (SML) Village and
Community Development Loan Project in Mae Chao Yu Hua Sub-district,
Chian Yai District, Nakhon Si Thammarat Province

Author: Sgt. Thammajak Sudpai; ID: 2548000963; Degree: Master of Political Science;

Independent Study advisor: Dr. Paisal Mukdarasmee, Assistant Professor; Academic year: 2013

Abstract

The objectives of this research were: (1) to study public political participation in the Small-
Medium-Large (SML) Village and Community Development Loan Project in the sample village; (2) to study
obstacles to public political participation in the SML project; and (3) to suggest approaches for improving public
political participation in the SML project.

This was a qualitative research, based on documentary research and in-depth interviews with 13
key informants in Mae Chao Yu Hua Sub-district, Chian Yai District, Nakhon Si Thammarat Province, consisting
of 1 official in charge of the SML project, 1 kumnan (local elected leader), 3 village headmen, 4 citizens who
were on the SML committee, and 4 citizens who benefited from the SML loan. Data were analyzed through
content analysis and descriptive analysis.

The results showed that (1) In terms of political participation in the SML project, all the people
involved had a good understanding of democracy on the village level and agreed with the concept of continuously
promoting democracy in their communities. They agreed that the SML project promoted citizens’ basic rights under the
principles of public participation in a democratic system, allowing them to use their rights and responsibilities as
citizens. (2) As for obstacles to public political participation in the SML project, the key informants thought that
more knowledge about democracy should be developed on the village level; people should constantly monitor political
events and situations; people should systematically analyze the political situation; and people should dare to express
their ideas in a rational way following democratic principles. (3) The recommendations for improving public political
participation in the SML project were to create more opportunities for citizens to openly express their ideas and
opinions; to give people opportunities to participate in every stage of the SML process; to promote understanding of
democracy in the village; and to carry out further research similar to this research in order to gain more information
that will lead to the development of democracy in Thailand, especially at the village level.

Keywords: Political participation, SML Project, Village and community development loan project
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