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Independent Study title: The Patronage System in Local Elections: A Case Study
of Bo Thong Subdistrict Municipality in Bo Thong
District, Chonburi Province

Author: Miss Pratoommard Soodcharid; 1D: 2558000606; Degree: Master of

Political Science; Independent Study advisor: Dr. Somprin Niyomthali,

Assistant Professor; Academic year: 2015

Abstract

This case study about the political impact of the patronage system, or the
patron-client system of mutual benefits/obligations, had the following objectives: (1)
to study the factors about the patronage system that influenced local elections in Bo
Thong Subdistrict Municipality in Bo Thong District, Chonburi Province; (2) to study
the impact of the patronage system on local elections in the study area; and (3) to find
suggestions for solving and preventing problems related to the patronage system in
local elections.

This qualitative research was based on formal interviews. The sample
population was chosen through purposive sampling from among credible people in Bo
Thong Subdistrict Muncipality who had experience with local elections. The sample
of 14 persons was divided into 2 groups which were community leaders, such as
village headmen, teachers, personnel of state enterprises, and community presidents;
and consisted of local politicians, such as deputy mayors, former deputy mayors,
municipal council members, and members of the provincial administrative
organization. Data was analyzed through descriptive analysis.

The results showed that (1) the main factors of the patronage system that
influenced local elections were the family relations system, friends and acquaintances,
and the canvasser system. Candidate with a large number of family relations and
friends had a greater chance of winning elections because of their large voter base,
and those relatives and friends also helped campaign for the candidate. (2) The impact
of the patronage system caused the locality weak, prevented democracy from
developing, made administration less efficient, and obstructed national development.
(3) Problems related to the patronage system in local elections should be solved at
their root that is, democratic consciousness should be raised, and people should be
educated to realize the importance of local elections, their political rights, and their
civic duties.

Keywords: Patronage system, Local elections, Bo Thong Subdistrict Municipality
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