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Independent Study title: The Roles of Sub-District and Village Headmen in the
Election of Members of Parliament: A Case Study of the
Sub-District Municipality of Saima, Mueang District,
Nonthaburi Province

Author: Mr. Narison Pivasiri; ID: 2568000323; Degree: Master of Political Science;

Independent Study advisor: Dr. Pathan Suvanamongkol, Associate Professor;

Academic year: 2015

Abstract

The objectives of this research were (1) to study the roles of sub-district
headmen and village headmen in the election of Members of Parliament in Saima
Sub-District Municipality in Mueang District, Nonthaburi Province; and (2) to
recommend appropriate roles for sub-district headmen and village headmen in
election campaigning and elections that would be suitable for the Thai democratic
system.

This was a qualitative research. The key informants, chosen through
purposive sampling, consisted of 1 sub-district headman, 4 village headmen, and 1
assistant village headman in Saima Sub-District Municipality, Mueang District,
Nonthaburi Province. Data were collected using an interview form and analyzed using
descriptive analysis.

The results showed that (1) sub-district and village headmen influenced the
election of parliamentary candidates through their roles of introducing the candidates
to local voters, recruiting people to help in the campaign, inviting the candidates to
preside over various local functions, reporting on the progress or activities of
competing candidates in the locality, and publicizing the candidates’ work results and
image among the local population. These roles helped the chosen candidates get
elected. (2) It is recommended that when sub-district and village headmen welcome
parliamentary candidates to their locality they should treat all candidates equally and
should inform the voters about the importance of choosing capable and
knowledgeable people to act as Members of Parliament. The sub-district and village
headmen should be familiar with the election laws. They should support capable
candidates with no regard for personal benefit from the election. They should try to
inform the voters of the background and history of all the candidates. The agencies
responsible for elections should utilize sub-district and village headmen to prevent
election fraud, combat vote-buying and promote knowledge about true democracy.

Keywords: Village Headman, Election, Parliamentary campaign,
Municipality of Saima, Nonthaburi Province
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