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Abstract

The purpose of this research was to study (1) the development of the concept of
nonviolent action in Thailand; (2) results of implementing the nonviolent action concept
in Thailand; and (3) factors that support and factors that obstruct the implementation of
the nonviolent action concept in Thailand.

This was a qualitative research. The methodology used in this study was
documentary research and interviews with specialists, consisting of academic experts on the
nonviolent action concept and people who played a role in implementing the nonviolent
action concept in Thailand. Data were analyzed through content analysis and descriptive
analysis.

The research findings could be summarized as 1. The nonviolent action concept
in Thailand developed from the concept of peace in Buddhism, the conflict management
concept that also originated from Buddhism, and the concepts of violent and nonviolent
action from the works of Gene Sharp, Johan Galtung and Mahatma Gandhi. The structural
nonviolent action concept originated from studies of social equality, from whence it
developed into studies of local resources division. The Ahimsa concept came from Mahatma
Gandhi. The principle of Buddhist nonviolent action has its roots in the concepts of internal
peace found in Buddhist scriptures. The Islamic nonviolent action concept emphasizes
peaceful means to solve problems using patience, forbearance and tolerance. 2. Results of the
implementation of the nonviolent action concept in Thailand have been nonviolent protests
and inducement movements; many kinds of social, economic and political non-cooperation
to induce dialogue; social, economic and political intervention, such as shutdown
strikes; use of government power to stop conflicts; conflict conversion through re-
allocation of local resources to resolve conflicts between the government and citizens;
and negotiations. Those in power are ready to use violence if the negotiations are not
effective. The association/discussion approach had the effect of making the opposing
sides in a conflict listen to each other’s reasons more carefully. The conciliation
approach was used only when conflicts had reached a crisis level. The Buddhist
nonviolent approach applied local traditions and values to resolve disputes. Islamic
nonviolence was implemented by appointing Islamic leaders to reduce controversies. The
Ahimsa concept was implemented differently from the genuine original Ahimsa concept. 3.
The major supporting factor for the implementation of the nonviolent action concept was
Buddhism as the major religion in Thai society. Buddhism teaches that violence is suffering,
so each person should try to achieve peace in his or her mind. The main obstructing factor
was that nonviolent action takes a long time to have an effect and that success is not insured.
In addition, people have different beliefs and understanding about nonviolent action and some
groups are hostile to each other. The nonviolent principles and instruments that people have
used have been inadequate to meet the variables of the circumstances. Often, the utilizers met
with violence in response to their nonviolent actions. Other obstacles included interference
and some groups’ intentions to win at all costs without regard for the common interests of
society. Some groups distorted the news that was broadcast to society. Lastly, there was an
atmosphere of mutual distrust and a lack of deep understanding of nonviolent action.

Keywords: nonviolent action, peace, conflict resolution, political conflict, political
protest movement, Ahimsa, Thailand
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