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Abstract

The objective of this study is threefold: (1) to review the participation of women in
local politics; (2) to examine challenges faced by women relating to such participation in local
politics; and, (3) to recommend approaches to enhancing women participation in local politics.

This study employed qualitative methods through which various related documents
were reviewed and interviews were conducted with field observations in three communities of the
Ranot Municipality area. Five participants from each from Village Health Volunteers (VHV), elder
groups, and housewives were selected for interviews.

Women in Ranot Municipality have demonstrated their political role by contesting a
previous election, campaigning for elections, and working as election canvassers in addition to
voting and participating in community activities. The obstacles faced by women in political
involvement were their lack of good preparedness and, ineffectiveness of recruiting competent
candidates, and vote buying. The recommendations on good approaches to enhancing women’s
participation in local politics include promoting cultural shift to support gender equality in
conjunction with changes in values and education administered by both the central and local

governments as well as a greater encouragement of women’s voices in all spheres.

Keywords: Role of women, Political participation, Ranot Municipality of Songkhla province
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