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Abstract

The purpose of this research is threefold: (1) to determine political factors that
influence the budget allocation process of Pattaya City; (2) to examine political process of budget
allocation of Pattaya City; and, (3) to provide suggestions on best practice for budget allocation
for Pattaya City.

This research employs qualitative research methods with in-depth interviews of
purposive sampling population that include 3 elected politicians, 3 government officials, 3
community and civil society leaders, three academics, 3 persons from private sector, 3 persons
from media and 3 citizens living in Pattaya City. The tools used include in-depth interviews and
observations. Data are processed through descriptive analysis.

The results of study reveal that, firstly, public participation influences the budget
allocation of Pattaya city to some extent. By incorporating the public needs identified by local
residents into the three-year development plan, Pattaya City council members have a sound base
in planning for budget allocation. Secondly, Pattaya budget preparation proceeds in accordance
with the rules and procedures as required by the Ministry of Interior regarding budgetary
procedures and with regards to the government policy and administration. Development is
thereby well planned with community information. Thirdly, however, challenges remain
especially with regard to the inadequacy of budgetary support to projects and this is not within the
powers of Pattaya city to decide. Divergence in the interpretation of procedural rules is also an
obstacle to its performance. This research suggests that the government be more supportive of
Pattaya City through providing more grants and urge tax administrators to do better in tax

collections.

Keywords: Politics, Allocation, Budget, Pattaya city
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