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Abstract

The objective of this research was to study and analyze: (1) the political
factors that influenced King Rama VI’s decision to build the Sanam Chandra Palace;
(2) the geopolitical factors that influenced King Rama VI’s choice of Nakhon Pathom
as the location for the Sanam Chandra Palace; (3) the strategic significance of Sanam
Chandra Palace in terms of national security during the reign of King Rama V1.

This was a qualitative research based on a historical study method. Data
were analyzed and presented descriptively. Data came from primary and secondary
documents and from interviews with 8 key informants who were knowledgeable
experts on the Sanam Chandra Palace and on King Rama VI.

The results showed that: (1) In his decision to build Sanam Chandra
Palace, King Rama VI was mainly influenced by international political factors,
especially the threat of the expanding British and French empires, because the
Kingdom of Siam had given up territory to these two powers 7 times from 1867-19009,
for a total of 518,700 square kilometers. The loss of the land to the left of the
Mekhong River in 1893 was a particularly decisive factor. Domestic political factors,
such as conflicts within the royal family and conflicts with the military, did not
influence the king’s decision to build the palace. (2) The geopolitical factors that
influenced King Rama VI’s choice of Nakhon Pathom as the location for the Sanam
Chandra Palace were the location, the boundaries, the resources, the geography, the
climate, and natural impediments. (3) The Sanam Chandra Palace was strategically
significant during the reign of King Rama VI because it was a reserve stronghold, it
was a site for the royal army to practice and it was a place to build up nationalism.

Keywords: Political significance, Sanam Chandra Palace, King Rama VI of Siam
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