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Thesis title: The Political View of King Rama IV on the Institution of Monarchy
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Abstract

The objectives of this study are: (1) to identify and analyze the political view of King
Rama IV on the institution of monarchy; (2) to assess the consequences of the political view of
King Rama IV on the institution of monarchy.

The qualitative research methodology employed in this study entailed an analysis of
relevant historical documents and academic publications as well as in-depth interviews conducted
on two experts. The subsequent analysis was analytical narration.

Based on the study, it was found that (1) there had been a shift in the political view
of King Rama IV on the institution of monarchy; while his former view can be identified with the
long held notion of the monarchial institution as the Deva Raja or Dhamma Raja, the new
political view on the royal institution subscribed by King Rama IV regarded the endorsement by
popular consensus as the necessary condition for the accession to the throne; (2) the consequences
of such change in the political view of King Rama IV on the institution of monarchy was
reflected in the ways in which the monarch conducted his duties and exerted his prerogative as the
king: they became more friendly and accessible to his subjects; the insistence on the royal
privilege and the absolute commanding power was replaced by the new principle which placed
the happiness of the general populace in the kingdom above requirements of the royal

prerogative.

Keywords: Political view, King Rama IV, Institution of monarchy
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Circular on Clarification of Rumour against the King of Siam

When the general rumour was and is spread out from Siam, circulated among the
foreigners to Siam, chiefly Europeans, Chinese & c., in three points:--

1. That Siam is under quite absolute Monarchy. Whatever her Supreme Sovereign
commanded allowed & c., all cannot be resisted by any one of his subjects.

2. The Treasury of the Sovereign of Siam, was full of money, like a mountain of
gold and silver; Her Sovereign most wealthy.

3. The present reigning Monarch of Siam is shallow minded and admirer of almost
everything of curiosity, and most admirer of European usuages, customs, sciences, arts and
literature & c., without limit. He is fond of flattering term and ambitious of honor, so that there
are now many opportunities and operations to be embraced for drawing great money from Royal
Treasury of Siam & c.

The most many foreigners being under belief of such general rumour, were
endeavoring to draw money from him in various operations, as alluring him with valuable
curiosities and expectations of interest, and flattering him, to be glad to them, and deceiving him
in various ways; almost on every opportunity of Steamer coming to Siam, various foreigners
partly known to him and acquainted with him, and generally unknown to him, boldly wrote to
him in such the term of various application, and treatment, so that he can conclude that the chief
object of all letters written to him, is generally to draw money from him, even unreasonable.
Several instances and testimonies can be shown for being example on this subject—the foreigners
letters addressed to him, come by every one steamer of Siam, and of foreign Steamers visiting
Siam; 10 and 12 at least and 40 at highest number, urging him in various ways; so he concluded
that foreigners must consider him only as a mad king of wild land.

He now states that he cannot be so mad more, as he knows and observes the
consideration of the foreigners towards him. Also he now became of old age, and was very sorry
to lose his principal members of his family namely, his two Queens, and his younger brother the
late Second King, and his late second son and beloved daughter, and moreover now he fears of

sickness of his eldest son, he is now unhappy and must solicit his friends in correspondence and
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others who please to write for the foresaid purpose, that they should know suitable reason in
writing to him, and shall not urge him as they would urge a mad man! And the general rumours
forementioned are some exaggerated and some entirely false; they shall not believe such the
rumours, deeply and ascertainedly.

N.B.—1. The usual price of every thing always required for consumption is spread
always in the market, and the cost of work and usual employ in any country is strong testimony of
the commonwealth of that country.

2. The Sovereign of that country cannot confine greater collection of money than that
they may be agreed to him by His Ministry, servants and people, and he cannot always keep such
confinement of money concealed from knowledge of others in his country, from whom rebellion,
insurgence and hating, he ought to bear, and from whose consent and agreement he has obtained
supremacy, and under whose combined or unanimous protection he lives happily with his family.

3. The King himself alone cannot manage a country quite well.

4. The Sovereign’s power cannot be greater than the commonwealth of his country.
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