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Abstract

The objectives of the research were to 1) study basic information of rice growers who were members of the
Community Enterprise Network of Pa O Sub-district Occupational Promotion Group, 2) study the production
process, marketing, and problems of production and marketing of these rice growers (both conventional and organic
methods), 3) study costs and returns of rice production with conventional and organic methods, and 4) develop
guidelines for solving rice production and marketing problems of these rice growers.

This research was mixed-methods research. For quantitative research, the study population was 30 rice
growers who were members of the Community Enterprise Network of Pa O Sub-district Occupational Promotion
Group, consisting of 12 conventional rice growers and 18 organic rice growers. Data were collected by using
questionnaires from all the rice growers. The statistics used for data analysis were frequency, percentage, mean and
standard deviation. For qualitative research, the study population was the community enterprise network committee,
rice grower members, and related persons, from which 7 people were selected by purposive sampling. The data
were collected by brainstorming on issues and solutions to rice growers' production and marketing problems.
Qualitative data were analyzed using content analysis.

The results showed that 1) most of the rice growers were male, with an average age of 51.50 years, had completed primary
education, and married. Their main occupation was rice farming, with an average of 15.80 years’ experience in rice farming, and an
average of 6.80 years” experience in organic rice farming, They had an average of 2 household laborers and an average land area of
22.40 rai (3.58 hectares). Most of them used their own funds for rice farming. 2) The production process comprised seed preparation,
soil preparation, planting, maintenance, harvesting, and post-harvest management. The conventional rice growers sold their product to
a local mill, while organic rice growers sold their product to the community enterprise network. There were problems in rice
production and marketing, such as rice seed was contaminated with other varieties, fertilizer was expensive, and rice prices received
were low. 3) For costs and returns of rice production classified by type of production and rice varieties, it was found that the average
total costs of production of conventionally grown Khao Dawk Mali 105 and RD 49 rice varieties, and organically grown Riceberry
were 6,060.82, 5,661.00 and 6,851.05 baht per rai, respectively, and the returns were 6,484.79, 5,994.94 and 6,804.23 baht per rai,
respectively, resulting in net returns 0f 423.97, 333.94 and -46.79 baht per rai respectively (1 rai = 1,600 m2). 4) Guidelines for solving
rice production and marketing problems were to focus on reducing the production costs through various methods, such as using seed

from reliable sources and fertilizer use according to soil analysis values in order to gain higher net returns from the production.

Keywords: Cost and returns, Conventional rice production, Organic rice production
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